The perusal of tlie well-printed and illustrated volume whose title we have given has impressed us with a strange mixture of Respect for its cleverness on some points and profound disgust tor what may be termed its filthiness on others. Dr. Sims is undoubtedly a clever man and a skilful operator, and withal Possessed of a good deal of originality of resource in providing ?Urgical means for the cure of those diseases of which he treats; he also possesses the greatest regard for delicacy in the management of female complaints, but at the same time enters into some of the most extraordinary details we ever saw published m a respectable work. His chief object appears to be the prevention and cure of sterility, which he divides into "natural" aild "acquired;" and however much of truth there may be in many 0f his observations, the author has overstepped the bounds prudence and risked the favorable reception of his book amongst those who deem it necessary to refrain from obscene aild disgusting revelations. Besides a few introductory observations on uterine examination, the work comprises eight sections, under the following heads :
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1. Conception occurs only during menstrual life.
2. Menstruation should be such as to show a healthy condition of the uterine cavity.
3. The os and cervix uteri should be sufficiently open, not only to permit the free exit of the menstrual flow, but also to admit the ingress of the spermatozoa.
[Jan., 4. The cervix uteri should be of proper size, form, and density.
5. The uterus should be in a normal position, i. e. neither anteverted nor retroverted to any great degree.
6. The vagina must be capable of receiving and of retaining the spermatic fluid. 7. For conception, semen with living spermatozoa should be deposited in the vagina at the proper time.
8. The secretions of the cervix and vagina should not poison or kill the spermatozoa.
In the early part of the work the author makes some very sensible remarks on the form and uses of the sponge-tent, which he says is to us c< a sort of necessary evil, and that he who gives us an efficient, pleasant, and cheap substitute for it will confer a great boon on surgery.^ He remarks that those found in the shops are large clumsy things, thickly coated with wax, tallow, or suet, are difficult to introduce, and often slip half out of the cervix into the vagina, there exciting an unnecessary amount of irritation. The author recommends them to be made in the following manner : " The sponge should be of good quality, but not too soft or yielding; it should be thoroughly cleaned, but not bleached, fur the bleaching process deprives it of all elasticity. It should be cut into slightly tapering, conical pieces, from one to two inches long, some smaller and others much larger than the thumb. A pointed wire or a slender awl should be passed through the centre of the long axis of the sponge, which should then be thoroughly saturated with a thick mucilage of gum arabic. A small twine or cord is then to be closely wrapped around the sponge as it is held stiff by the wire, beginning at the smaller extremity, and gradually winding on to the larger ; then the wire may be withdrawn, and the new-made tent laid aside to dry. If we are in a hurry it may be dried in the sun or by the fire, taking care not to injure the texture of the sponge by too great a heat. "When it is thoroughly dry the twine is to be unwound, and the little circular elevations made by it on the surface are to be rubbed down by fine sand-paper. "Without further preparation it is then ready for use."
His directions for the application and removal of these tents are practical and useful, and he moreover asserts that the power of the sponge-tent to modify the uterine surfaces with which it lies in contact is truly wonderful.
polypi; and in one instance I saw a sponge tent destroy wholly a fibrous polypus as large as a pigeon's egg."
One of the greatest objections to the use of sponge for vaginal Purposes is the disgusting smell of the discharge it produces, and this, he says, may be prevented by the use of Price s gy" has exhibited a degree of aptitude of cong ance and facility of improving instruments already in use i .
as we have seldom met with; and the different ways in ten he has been gradually led to these inventions and modiint lrn-S are throughout described in the plainest and most co 6 ? language. Indeed, this part of the work cannot be vat'S otherwise than extremely interesting. His obser-the1^118' ^or instance, concerning the speculum, sponge tents, ti ecraseur, pessaries, and his modification of the usual opera-* ^?r incising the os uteri, for amputating the cervix, r?wmg the vagina, for the cure of prolapsus, &c., all exem-1 y the greatest mechanical tact and practical acumen. the subject of uterine displacements a great variety of I'1nions has existed as to whether many of them are of importce or not; but the author insists upon their exercising a very si 1 influence in producing sterility, and has devoted a conerable portion of his work to their consideration. He says?
When we remember that about every eighth marriage is sterile, we siVr necessity ?f investigating all particulars that can by any pos-* uity bear upon the elucidation of this important subject. When e call to mind the fact that of 255 cases of acquired sterility, 111 retroversion and 61 anteversion ; and of 250 cases of natural ste-1 68 had retroversion and 103 anteversion, we may have a right 0 suspect that the position of the uterus, is a matter of some imf r^11Ce *n treatment of the sterile condition. Of course, many these cases of malposition were complicated with fibroids, or exures, or engorgements, or hypertrophies, or a conical cervix, in ?se -who have never borne children. But even if all these be recined, we may still have sterility as a conseqnence of malposition j1 one. At all events, the frequency of malposition renders it an flip or tan t element in the treatment of the sterile condition." [Jan.; the opinions above expressed, and the following case which recently came under his observation may fairly be considered a proof amongst others that acquired sterility may depend upon even a moderate degree of uterine displacement. The patient was a clergyman's wife, about forty years of age, in good general health. She had one child soon after marriage, a son, who was then seventeen years old, and she had never been pregnant again. She complained of pelvic uneasiness, sometimes amounting to pain, in the groins and lowest part of the back, with occasional difficult defecation and inability to walk with comfort; the-sympathetic symptoms consisting of periodical attacks ot facial neuralgia, uncertain appetite, occasional nausea; she had also a certain amount of dysmenorrhoea and leucorrhcal dis* charge. On examining the uterus it was found to be partially retroverted, the fundus pressing upon the rectum below the promontory of the sacrum, but the cervix flexed so as not to irritate or incommode the bladder by pressure under the pubes.
It was not a very difficult matter to raise the fundus into its natural position, and this was followed by immediate relief; she was advised to rest in the recumbent posture always immediately after exercise, and to pay great attention to her bowels. In about a month she applied again for advice, owing to a slight return of her symptoms; the displacement had slightly returned, but she said she had been very much better ever since the former operation. The fundus was again replaced, and coldwater injections, or rather vaginal washings, were recommended to be used daily; the engorgement of the cervix which had previously existed was gone, and she said she had locally a much more healthy feeling than for years past. After another interval of a month or two she made her appearance again, not for advice as to her former complaint, which had entirely disappeared, but on account of a new train of symptoms which she could not fully understand, but which her friends suspected to be pregnancy. On strict investigation these suspicions were confirmed; and although astonished at the fact that she was about to have a second child after an interval of seventeen years, she received the somewhat unwelcome intelligence with becoming resignation and a degree of thankfulness that she was not the subject of incurable disease.
With regard to the management of these various displacements, nothing except actual experience can be more profitable than a careful perusal of the descriptions given by Dr. Marion Sims; his modification of Simpson's uterine sound, by which he makes a dangerous instrument as a redresser for the cure of retroversion a perfectly safe and effective one; and the operation for narrowing the vagina above for the relief of procidentia ^6?.] Day's Clinical Histories. 147 uterij which he advises in lieu of the perineal operation of Mr.
aker Brown, are especially worthy of attention. We will Venture once more to quote the author's words when reflecting Uf ^le Sra^ual improvements that have taken place in some 0 these operations, and his remarks may he said to apply to a all the operations of surgery.
It is always interesting to watch the slow degrees by which the rue principles of treatment are established. The idea of narrowing i y^ma for the cure of procidentia was first suggested by Then I carried out the principle by cutting away the pie of the redundant portion of the anterior wall of the vagina, ll? I afterwards modified by simply denuding a large oval surface on the anterior wall, and uniting its lateral edges by silver sutures.
1:is was further modified by making a V-shaped scarification, and producing a veritable fold in the wall of the vagina. Then I made "e V trowel-shaped, by turning its upper ends inwards across the axis of the vagina. Then Dr. Emmet made this a complete triangle, ^d eventually an accident showed him that merely a narrowing of the vagina just at the anterior cul-de-sac, at least in one case, answers every purpose of holding the uterus in its place." (P. 313.)
We have thus far expressed ourselves much in favour of the author as a thorough mechanician and good operator, possessed ?t an unusual degree of sagacity, with a mind fertile in useful expedients and resources. But we have now arrived at the Matter sections of his work, and these we would willinging treat With silence. We cannot think him authorised in publishing 'he minute details which they contain. There may be some truth in his delineations, but they are not of a nature to meet the eye of the public, neither does the necessity of the case, we think, warrant their being put in practice. He has stretched hls point too far, and in his eagerness to cure sterility he has related experiments and modes of practice which are not only abhorrent to the imagination of the pure-minded, but scarcely justifiable in their performance where decency, modesty, and virtue, ought to prevail.
